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Dumfries:  Quee 

This  is  indeed  the  grey  land  of  Galloway. 
At  Crocketford,  a  road  branches  off  into 
the  wilds  of  the  mighty  weird  Galloway 
hills  into  a  country  where  every  rood  is 
sacred  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  : 

“  Grey  recumbent  tombs  of  the  dead  in  desert  places, 
Standing  stones  on  the  vacant  wine-red  moors, 
Hills  of  sheep  and  the  howes  of  the  silent  vanished 
races, 

And  winds  austere  and  pure.” 

To  the  left  at  Crocketford  the  road  to 
Castle  Douglas  and  Gatehouse  runs  through 
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is  the  Guy  Mannering  country  with  Barholm 
Tower  the  prototype  of  Ellangdwan  and 
Dick  Hatteraick’s  cave. 

The  road  winds  '  past  Creetown  to 
Newton  Stewart  from  where  the  lover 
of  Scotland  as  “  land  of  brown  heath 
and  shaggy  wood  ”  can  penetrate  into  one 
of  the  loneliest  yet  loveliest  of  retreats 
— Glen  Trool,  with  its  haunts  of  the 
hunted  Bruce  and  its  hallowed  graves  of 
martyrs,  its  mighty  hills  and  its  mystic 
waters. 

The  road  to  Stranraer  from  Newton 
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a  country  as  historic  and  touched  with 
a  winsome  loveliness  that  lingers  in 
the  memory  with  a  wistful  sweetness. 
There  are  vistas  of  exquisite  beauty, 
there  are  enchanting  glimpses  of  Solway’s 
tide,  of  classic  river,  and  murmuring 
stream. 

At  Gatehouse  the  land  is  fragrant  with 
memories  of  Samuel  Rutherford,  with 
Anwoth,  “  Fair  Anwoth  by  the  Solway.” 
This  is  a  road  far  famed  in  Scotland — 
Thomas  Carlyle  told  Queen  Victoria  that  it 
was  the  fairest  in  her  kingdom.  Here,  too, 


Stewart  passes  through  Kirkcowan  to  Glen- 
luce  where  is  the  ruin  of  an  abbey  of  the 
twelfth  century.  Near,  is  Carscreugh,  the 
reputed  home  of  the  “  Bride  of  Lammer- 
moor.” 

Stranraer  has  spread  itself  along  the 
shores  of  a  gem  of  lochs — Lochryan.  A 
town  of  business  activity,  it  is  a  centre 
leading  into  historic  recesses  of  Wigtown¬ 
shire  and  the  Mull  of  Galloway.  It  also 
leads  by  a  way  of  rugged  grandeur  into  the 
land  of  Carrick.  It  is  the  Ultima  Thule  of 
enchanted  Galloway. 


